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HIPPY Glen Innes pa rents a t a  rec ent g roup meeting 

Dear friends, c olleagues and supporters 
 

It’ s time we shared  with you some of the la test developments and  suc c esses 
here a t Grea t Potentia ls as we c ontinue in our efforts in help ing  c hild ren, 

young peop le and  families to flourish in New Zea land .   
 
HIPPY—Home Interac tion Programme for Parents and Youngsters 

HIPPY just g rows and  grows.  With three new programmes estab lished  during  2008, HIPPY 
is now being delivered in 24 c ommunities around  New Zea land .  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The newest p rogramme is in Murupara, and  is funded  through 
The Early Years Hub  by the Ministry of Soc ia l Development.  The 
c oord ina tor is c urrently out knoc king  on doors and  enrolling 
families.  There is high interest in HIPPY in the a rea , as families 
have heard  about the p rogramme from family members in other 
a reas, and  they know tha t their c hild ren will bec ome suc c essful 
learners through their involvement in HIPPY. 

Our 24 HIPPY c oord ina tors’  p rofessiona l development was g iven 
a  boost rec ently with a  very generous grant from the Max    
Founda tion towards the c osts of hosting  the annua l Coord ina tors 
Conferenc e.  Fashion reta iler Max Fashions estab lished  the    
Max Founda tion ea rlier this year with the mission “ to support    
ind ividua ls and  initia tives whose ac tions enhanc e and  insp ire the  

wellbeing  and   
advanc ement of NZ women” .   

As HIPPY Na tiona l Direc tor, Jane Ha ll, says: 
“ It’ s so enc ourag ing to know tha t the trustees 
of the Max Founda tion understand  and       
apprec ia te the magnific ent work of our      
Coord ina tors.   

“ There a re 24 a round the c ountry and  they 
educ a te, insp ire, support and  motiva te nearly 
1500 women every yea r so tha t they c an in-
sp ire and  guide their c hild ren to suc c ess in 
educ a tion.”  

HIPPY Otahuhu  
parents say… 

“ It has built c onfidenc e 
and  enthusiasm for his 
sc hool work. He thinks 
he is g rea t a t his sc hool 
work sinc e he knows 
things from HIPPY.”   

“ He settled  in extremely 
well, ready and  p re-
pa red  thanks to HIPPY. 
His teac her thinks he is a  
role model for a ll the 
new entrants to sc hool.”   

Ea rlier this yea r HIPPY c ommenc ed  in Otara  
and  Otahuhu.  Based  a t Rongomai Sc hool, 
HIPPY Otara was made possib le with funds from 
Auc kland  Airport Community Trust.  
HIPPY in Otahuhu, based  a t the Ang lic an Trust 
for Women and  Child ren, has been generously  
supported  by ASB Community Trust,  
Auc kland  City Counc il, The Fried lander  
Founda tion, and  Tutaneka i Investments. 

 

GREAT POTENTIALS FOUNDATION 

Centra l Park, Build ing 5, Level 6, 666 Grea t South Road, Penrose, Auc kland  1061 
Posta l Address:PO Box 11283, Ellerslie, Auc kland  1542 

Web : www.grea tpotentia ls.org.nz 
Phone: (09) 377 5384   Fax: (09) 377 5386  Email: info@grea tpotentia ls.org .nz 

We welc ome dona tions to help  us in our work.  If you would  like to p ledge a  one-off or regula r 
dona tion, p lease c omp lete your deta ils and  post to us a long w ith your pa yment (p lease make 
c heques payab le to Grea t Potentia ls Founda tion). 

Name:  ………………………………... 

Ad dress: ……………………………………………………………………………………... 

Ema il: ……………………………………………………………………………………... 

Phone: …………………. Mob ile ………………... 

My g ift  enc losed  is:  � $50 � $100 � $200 � $500 � Other …………………….. 

Please c ha rge my � Visa  � Masterc a rd   (tic k amount above) No: …………………… 

Exp iry: ……………….. Na me on c a rd : ………………………………. 

�     I have d irec t c red ited  your bank ac c ount  12-3030-0479423-00  

� � Please send  me some informa tion about c ontributing  by Direc t Deb it 

� � Please send  me a  rec eip t (dona tions over $5 a re tax deduc tib le) 

Please join us … 
in help ing c hildren, young people and families to 

flourish in New Zealand 

Great Potentia ls' vision is for well-nurtured c hildren within well func tioning families,  
c ontributing to safe communities and a prosperous nation.   

We truly va lue and  ac knowledge the heart-warming support from the many 
generous ind ividua ls and  organisa tions who rec ognise the va lue in the work tha t we do 

and  support us in various ways, ensuring  our efforts c an c ontinue. 

We a t Grea t Potentia ls were 
thrilled  tha t onc e aga in our 
MATES p rogramme was  
c hosen b y Auc kland  law firm 
Carter & Partners as the  
benefic ia ry of their 2008  
c ha rity golf day. 

Here’s our CEO Lesley Max 
(left), a long w ith event  
volunteer Louise Surynt and 
Ruth Mc Lean from Carter & 
Partners, c ooking  up  a  storm on 
the ba rbeque during  the day’s 
p lay a t Titirang i Golf Course on 
Monday, 8th Oc tober.  
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Papakura Family Servic e Centre 

 
Rec ently in a  parenting  c lass, Centre Manager Louise Belc her was working  with a  woman 
who had  had  a  very ha rd  life.  She had  rec ently rega ined  c ustody of her three c hild ren, 
but was struggling , partic ula rly with her 12 year old  son.  She felt he was getting  out of 
c ontrol, and  none of her c hild ren would  listen to her and  so sought pa renting  advic e a t 
the Centre.  Louise suggested  just a  c oup le of simple ideas— every fortnight to set aside 
some time for her son and  every Friday have a  spec ia l family d inner. 
 
For the Friday family d inner Louise suggested  buying  a  c and le from The $2 Shop  and  
c ooking the c hild ren©s favourite meal, getting  them to set the tab le with p lac emats, the 
new c and le and  flowers or even da isies from the ga rden.  During the mea l eac h family   
member should  share three things they liked  and  apprec ia ted  about their family member 
sitting  next to them.    
 
The following week the mother returned  to her c lass a fter wha t she sa id  was the happ iest  
weekend  of her life.  Her c hild ren had  been so exc ited  to set the tab le and  loved  having 
a  meal together.  At first there had  been lots of g iggling  and  shuffling , but they a ll found 
things they liked  about eac h other to sha re.  
 
The mother was a lso delighted  to report bac k to 
Louise about the spec ia l time she’d  had  with her 
son.  When she’d  asked  him wha t he wanted  to 
do, he asked  her to just c ome and  sit with him in 
the ga rage where he was fixing  his b ike.  The 
mother reported  to Louise tha t he ta lked  to her 
more than he’d  ever ta lked  before. 
   
The cost? $2.00.   
 
The effec t? Pric eless. 

MATES—Mentoring and Tutoring Educ ation Sc heme 
 

MATES, the Mentoring  and  Tutoring  
Ed u c a t io n  Sc h e m e  t h a t  G re a t            
Potentia ls introd uc ed  in 2002, ha s     
c ontinued  to flourish.   
 
This yea r, 120 University of Auc kland   
students, from a  range of fac ulties, a re 
tutoring  and  mentoring  124 Year 13   
students from 10 low-dec ile sec ondary 
sc hools in Auc kland .   
 
Quie tly, w ithout fa nfa re , MATES is   
opening doors wide to opportunity.    
Ac ademic  ac hievements a re ra ised 
and  so a re the asp ira tions of the     
mentees.  Eva lua tion has shown tha t 
there is a  higher level of ac hievement 
of  University entranc e and  enrolment in 
universities from MATES sc hools than 
from non-MATES sc hools.  At the same 
time, the mentors benefit, not only by 
the modest payment they rec eive, but 
by the deep  sa tisfac tion of making a  
rea l d ifferenc e in the life of a  young 
person who had  fewer opportunities. 
 
Grea t Potentia ls is demonstra ting  aga in 
its soc ia l entrep reneurship  by build ing 
on this undoub ted  suc c ess with MATES 
Senior.   

 
Thanks to the generosity of benefac tors, Grea t 
Potentia ls is c urrently p iloting   MATES Junior, 
where mentors who a re studying  for their  
Bac helor of Educ a tion in teac hing a re matc hed 
with mentees from a  low-inc ome c ommunity, 
who a re making the often “ troub led  transition”  
from intermedia te to sec ondary sc hool. 
(Inc identa lly, one of these MATES Junior mentors 
began her assoc ia tion with Grea t Potentia ls a  
few years bac k while she was a  pa rent          
pa rtic ipa ting  in the HIPPY p rogramme!) 
 
Our goa l is to sc a le up  MATES to reac h many 
more of the young peop le who need this     
va luab le ‘hand-up ’ , so tha t we c an make a  
c hange a t the New Zea land  level, thus         
c ontributing  to na tiona l p rosperity, as well as a t 
the level of the ind ividua l.   
 
 

MATES Sc hools 2008 
 

MATES Senior: 
* Aorere College 
* Auc kland  Girls’  Grammar Sc hool 
* De La  Sa lle College 
* Kelston Boys’  High Sc hool 
* Massey High Sc hool 
* Onehunga  High Sc hool 
* One Tree Hill College 
* Otahuhu College 
* Southern Cross Senior Campus 
* Te Kura  Maori O Nga  Tapuwae 
 
MATES Junior: 
* Alfriston College 
* Greenmeadows Intermedia te Sc hool 
* James Cook High Sc hool 

 
Our Whanau Centre c ontinues 
to foc us on solutions to the  
c ha llenges fac ing  the families 
of Papakura  through its range 
of servic es… 
* the Early Learning  Centre 
* HIPPY 
* Child ren’s Programmes 
* Counselling  and  Family 
   Servic e 
* Hea lth Support 
* Soc ia l Workers in Sc hools 
* Parenting  Educ a tion  
   Programmes 

Comments from parents using the  
services at Kelvin Road Family Servic e 
Centre… 
 
“ I wanted  to p rove to everybod y tha t 
I c an be a  better person and  mother 
for my three c hild ren.   I lea rned  I c an 
be a  good  pa rent.”  
Young Maori mother, sing le pa rent of 
three 
 
“ I ac tua lly enjoyed  just being  here, 
the environment and  peop le who  
understand .  I d id  not know tha t 
c ourses like this existed ”  
Maori/ Pasifika  fa ther of three 

 


